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September UGG-NCR Webinar 
 

 

Michael Gowda: The ‘First Ukrainian Citizen 

in Edmonton’ by Jars Balan 

 

Jars Balan made an interesting presentation on 

the life and career of Michael Gowda who had 

described himself as the ‘First Ukrainian 

Citizen in Edmonton’. Jars provided an outline 

of his early life in Halychyna (Galicia) and after 

his immigration to Canada, Gowda’s life in 

Edmonton.  

 

 
Jars Balan – Our September Speaker 

 

Rather than settle on a homestead as did most 

recent Ukrainian immigrants, he lived and 

worked in Edmonton and other cities in western 

Canada. Gowda quickly learned the English 

language and became an interpreter, salesman 

of farm machinery and Ukrainian community 

spokesman. He established contacts with local 

Canadian politicians and they served as mentors 

during his career. Gowda encouraged other 

recent Ukrainian arrivals to follow his example 

and learn English and become integrated into 

local Canadian society. 

 

Gowda joined a local militia unit to prove his 

‘patriotism’ and during the First World War, he 

unsuccessfully campaigned to raise a Ukrainian 

regiment for the Canadian Army. He believed 

that it was necessary for Ukrainians to make a 

‘blood sacrifice’ to be totally accepted as 

Canadians.  

 

Gowda attempted to benefit from his popularity 

in the Ukrainian community by standing for 

local political office. He was not successful and 

published his disappointment with the local 

Ukrainian community in colorful language. He 

also wrote letters to the editors of newspapers 

including ‘Svoboda’ in the United States and 

some of his published poetry has survived. In 

later years, he held a variety of appointments in 

Manitoba and Saskatchewan but his popularity 

faded as a new generation of bilingual and 

educated Ukrainian Canadians assumed the 

leadership of the community.  

 

It should be mentioned that Gowda’s three sons 

served in the Canadian Armed Forces during 

the Second World War thus following the 

example of their father as patriotic Ukrainian 

Canadians.   

 

The example of Gowda’s career, no doubt, 

inspired the Citizenship Branch in Ottawa that 

encouraged recent Ukrainian and other arrivals 

during the post-Second World War years to 

become  ‘Canadian citizens’ by learning one of 

the two official languages, joining and 

becoming active in voluntary organizations and 

participating in Canadian politics.   
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Future of the UGG-NCR 
 

Myron Momryk (UGG-NCR Chair) 
 

The UGG-NCR has been operating 

continuously for 25 years serving the Ukrainian 

Canadian community by delivering 

genealogical related activities, meetings and 

webinars to our membership.  Mike Dowhan 

and I have been involved with the UGG-NCR 

from its beginnings in 1999.  We are very 

fortunate and grateful that since then, Jerry 

Fikis and Zonia Keywan have joined our Board 

to provide needed contributions, assistance and 

direction. 
 

With each passing year, there has been a 

significant increase in the demands on each 

Board member.  The Board is seriously under-

resourced to handle unexpected events and to 

keep up with new technological changes.  

Clearly, the Board now finds itself in a position 

where there is much uncertainty about the 

future of the UGG-NCR. 
 

If the UGG-NCR is to continue its activities, 

new volunteers are essential to assist in 

planning, preparing and producing UGG-NCR 

webinars and related activities.  And as with 

any Board, to also begin charting its future 

direction to meet the  evolving needs of you, 

its members. 
 

As we enter our 26th season, the Board needs to 

be revitalised and through this letter, we are 

making an urgent appeal to any interested 

member to seriously consider joining our 

Board. 
 

The future of UGG-NCR depends on 

dedicated volunteers prepared to take an 

immediate and active role in the UGG-

NCR's activities.   
 

We sincerely hope that some of our members 

will accept this invitation.  If you are interested 

and concerned, please contact the Board 

through the UGG-NCR eMail and identify 

where you feel you could best assist. 
 
 

 

 

Community Events 

 

Saturday, November 1 @ 5:00 pm 
 

Ukrainian Night 

Dinner and Dance to support Ukraine 

Solidarity Fund for Humanitarian aid to 

Ukraine (please follow the link for 

information and tickets). 

 

Where: St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 

Catholic Shrine, 952 Green Valley 

Crescent, Ottawa 

 

When: 5:00 p.m. – Vespers  

            6:00 p.m. – cocktails  

            7:00 p.m. – dinner 

            (dance to follow) 

 
 

Saturday, November 15 @ 6:00pm 
 

Icons – Windows into the Divine World 

Where: St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 

Catholic Shrine, 952 Green Valley 

Crescent, Ottawa 

 

Presentation, reception, silent auction of 

Ukrainian art. $80.00 per person. 

 

To purchase tickets, by e-transfer to 

donations@stjbshrine.ca with message 

“tickets” or after each liturgy in church 

hall. 
 

Saturday, November 29 @ 10:00am to 2:00pm 
 

Ukrainian Christmas Market 

Where: Ukrainian Banquet Hall & 

Convention Hall, 1000 Byron Ave., 

Ottawa 
 

 

Saturday, December 6 @ 10:00am to 2:00pm 
 

Ukrainian Christmas Bazaar 

Where: St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 

Catholic Shrine, 952 Green Valley Cres. 
 

Sponsored by the UCWLC. 
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