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Life and Art of Theodore Baran (1911 to 1995) 

by Slavco (Sterling) Demchinsky 
 

Sterling (Slavco) Demchinsky is an amateur 

iconologist and photographer whose collection 

of photographs are held in Library and Archives 

Canada, the Archives of the Ukrainian Catholic 

Church in Winnipeg, and the Archives of the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada. He has 

studied theology and iconography at St. Paul 

University in Ottawa. He has made previous 

presentations to the Ukrainian Genealogy 

Group based on his research. In this 

presentation, Slavco spoke about the life and 

career of Theodore Baran. 

 

 
Our October Speaker- Slavco Demchinsky 

 

Theodore Baran was born in 1911 in Galicia or 

Halychyna now in Western Ukraine. He studied 

at the university of Lviv and also as an 

iconographer and artist.  He taught art in 

various schools and also as a Church 

iconographer and artist before the Second 

World War. For his political activities, Baran 

experienced persecution and arrests from Polish 

authorities.  

In this presentation, Slavco Demchinsky 

discussed Baran’s life during the 1930s and 

how the Baran family, as refugees during the 

Second World War, found refuge in Displaced 

Persons Camps in Germany in 1945. At that 

time, Ukrainians required a sponsor to 

immigrate to Canada and they were sponsored 

by Monsignor Roman Dobriansky. Theodore 

Baran and his family arrived in Saskatchewan 

in 1949 and built a new life in Canada.  

 

From 1950, Baran was able continue his career 

as an iconographer until he retired. He 

decorated about 70 Ukrainian Catholic 

Churches across Canada from the Pacific to the 

Atlantic. In the process, he contributed to the 

development of Ukrainian Canadian cultural, 

religious and community life.  According to 

Slavco, Theodore Baran is unique among all 

Ukrainian Canadian iconographers and he 

discussed elements of his artistic style.  

 

Baran and his wife, Anna-Maria, became 

nationally known as activists and contributors 

to the Ukrainian Catholic community in 

Canada. Baran held various positions at the 

executive level in Ukrainian Catholic 

organizations and also the Ukrainian Canadian 

Congress, Plast, World Congress of Free 

Ukrainians among others. He also contributed 

articles to various Ukrainian Canadian 

publications.  

 

During the visit of Pope John Paul II to 

Winnipeg on 16 September, 1984, Theodore 

had the honour of welcoming him with the 

traditional Ukrainian ‘bread and salt’. Theodore 

passed away on 3 January, 1995 in Saskatoon, 

Saskatchewan. 

 

https://uggncr.org/
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The Theodore Baran webpage is located at 

http://www.baran.ca/tbaran/artist.htm with his 

biographical note, commissions, newspaper 

articles, and photo album.   
 

 

Oslo honours Queen Elisiv of Kyiv 

 

The Ukrainian Community in Norway reported 

that a monument to Norwegian Queen Elisiv of 

Kyiv, the daughter of Kyiv’s Prince Yaroslav 

the Wise and wife of King Harald Hardråde of 

Norway, was officially unveiled at Harald 

Hardråde Square in Oslo on October 25, 2025.  

 

 
 

Elisiv, known in Scandinavian as Ellisiv of 

Kyiv, (Elizabeth Yaroslavna of Kyiv) 

symbolizes the deep medieval ties between 

Kyivan Rus and Scandinavia, when royal 

marriages linked the two regions through 

diplomacy, culture, and faith. Her father, 

Yaroslav the Wise, married his daughters into 

the royal houses of France, Hungary, and 

Norway, making Kyiv a major center of 

European political life in the 11th century. The 

monument, titled “Dronning Ellisiv av Kyiv,” 

symbolically references themes from the Norse 

sagas."  

 

King Harald Hardrade of Norway, decided in 

1066 that he had a claim to the English throne. 

He gathered a large fleet and confident of 

success, left Queen Elizabeth Yaroslavna and 

their two daughters, Mariya and Ingigerd at 

Orkney. King Harald Hardrade landed in 

England and after a ferocious battle at Fulford 

Gate, the English army was defeated by the 

Norwegians. King Harold Godwinson was in 

the south of England when he received news of 

this defeat.  He quickly gathered another army, 

marched north and at Stemfordbridge defeated 

the Norwegian invaders where King Harald 

Hardrade was killed. Upon the death of her 

husband, Queen Elizabeth Yaroslavna and her 

two daughters returned to Norway from Orkney 

with the survivors of the battle.  

 

Harold Godwinson, also called Harold II, was 

the last crowned Anglo-Saxon king of England. 

Harold reigned from 6 January 1066 until his 

death at the Battle of Hastings on 14 October 

1066, the decisive battle of the Norman 

Conquest. He was succeeded by William the 

Conqueror, the victor at Hastings. 

 

Community Events 

 

 

Saturday, November 29 @ 10:00am to 2:00pm 
 

Ukrainian Christmas Market 

Where: Ukrainian Banquet Hall & 

Convention Hall, 1000 Byron Ave., 

Ottawa 
 

 

Saturday, December 6 @ 10:00am to 2:00pm 
 

Ukrainian Christmas Bazaar 

Where: St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 

Catholic Shrine, 952 Green Valley Cres. 
 

Sponsored by the UCWLC. 
 

 

http://www.baran.ca/tbaran/artist.htm

