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From Poltava by Open Wagon, to a New Life 

on Unfamiliar Land 

 

David Chernushenko, a writer and speaker 

living in Ottawa, has made a career as an 

environmental activist, consultant and educator 

and has published in this field. He served on the 

Ottawa City Council from 2010-18. In 2025, he 

published Standing with Underdogs, A family 

journey, personal quest and universal story.  
 

 
 

David Chernushenko – Our February Speaker 

 

In this presentation, David spoke about the first 

part of the book and the story of his 

grandparents’ life in eastern Soviet Ukraine, 

their experiences during the Second World War 

and their departure with their two children 

westward across Ukraine to a Displaced 

Persons Camp in Austria. After five years, they 

were able to leave the Camp for Canada to 

work in the sugar beet farms in Alberta. David 

collaborated with his aunt, Raya Juchymenko in 

drafting the manuscript and publishing this 

book. The main part of this book is a personal 

memoir of his education, life and career.   

In the years 1948 to 1950, the federal 

government, the provincial government of 

Alberta and the sugar beet industry combined to 

bring families displaced by the Second World 

War to work on sugar beet farms in Alberta as 

the “Canadian Sugar Beet Project”.  The 

Canadian government paid for the passage of 

entire families from DP Camps in Europe, 

across the Atlantic Ocean and then across 

Canada to Lethbridge, Alberta. A few hundred 

families took advantage of this opportunity to 

immigrate to Canada by signing contracts to 

work on the sugar beet fields of southern 

Alberta where they were introduced to life in 

Canada as new Canadians.  This is the first time 

that the UGG made this presentation by David 

on Ukrainian immigrants who arrived in 

Alberta as Displaced Persons specifically to 

work in agriculture when other Ukrainian 

immigrants came to work in the mining 

industry, in forestry, in factories and in service 

industries.  
 

Information about ordering David’s book can 

be found at David’s website: 

https://davidc.ca/books/ 
 

It may be of interest that members of the 

Ukrainian Genealogy Group made two previous 

presentations that can provide additional 

background information relating to this story:  
 

‘Found in a Suitcase: the Story of My 

Parents’ Journey from Ukraine to Canada, 

1944-1948 by Christine Habrowych, 22 

March, 2022;  
 

The DP Experience, One Family’s Story by 

Zonia Keywan, 24 September, 2024.  
 

Both presentations have been recorded and are 

available on the UGG webpage.   
 

https://uggncr.org/
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“No Place Like Home” – how to order 
 

The latest book by this month’s speaker 

(Bohdan Kordan) is entitled No Place Like 

Home: Enemy Alien Internment in Canada 

during the Great War.  It chronicles a little-

known episode in Canada’s national history: 

when internment was first employed during the 

Great War under the War Measures Act.  
 

This book highlights the problem of immigrant 

fit and belonging, and shows how legal, 

political, and cultural frameworks modelled an 

understanding of the role and place of 

immigrants originating from enemy lands and 

how, amid the economic, social, and political 

uncertainties of war, internment as an 

instrument of security policy and a political 

choice altered the lives of thousands of innocent 

people. 
 

This book is published by McGill-Queen’s 

University Press and can be ordered in both 

paperback and Ebook formats. For more 

information, please refer to the website: 

https://www.mqup.ca/Books/N/No-Place-Like-

Home 
  

Enemy Alien Internment - Other Resources 

 

Additional information regarding Canadian 

internment of Ukrainian Enemy Aliens can be 

found online at the following websites: 
 

• https://www.ucclf.ca/  (Ukrainian 

Canadian Civil Liberties Foundation-

UCCLF) 
 

This organization is dedicated to 

advancing knowledge among Canadians 

and the world community about historic 

and contemporary civil liberties issues 

affecting Ukrainian Canadians. 
 

• https://www.uccla.ca/ukrainian-canadian-

internment (Ukrainian Canadian Civil 

Liberties Association-UCCLA) 
 

The UCCLA is committed to the 

articulation and promotion of the 

Ukrainian Canadian community's interests 

and to the defence of the civil liberties and 

human rights of Ukrainians in Canada and 

elsewhere. 

Both organizations’ websites offer a variety of 

Internment resources such as Historical Photos, 

Educational Documents, Archival Documents 

as well as Maps. 

 

 

Community Events 
Courtesy of UCC Ottawa Ukrainian-Interest Calendar 

 

Friday, March 27 @ 6:00pm to 10:00pm 
 

Pysanka Bingo 
 

What: a fun-filled evening featuring 

delicious Ukrainian supper featuring 

varenyky (pyrohy) with sides & dessert, 

followed by bingo games featuring 

Ukrainian Easter egg prizes, raffle, cash 

bar and free parking. 

Where: Ukrainian Banquet Hall, 1000 

Byron Ave. 

Tickets/Info: Available on Eventbrite 

 

 

Saturday, March 28 @ 10:00am to 2:00pm 
 

Ukrainian Easter Bazaar 
 

What: Easter breads (paska and babka), 

Ukrainian food for take out, bake table, 

kovbasa and honey, pysanky and pysanky 

supplies, unique artisan gifts and 

handcrafted Ukrainian treasures 

Where: St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 

Catholic Shrine, 952 Green Valley Cres. 

Info: ottawa.ucwlc@gmail.com 
 
 

Saturday, April 4 @ 10:00am to 2:00pm 
 

Ukrainian Easter Market 
 

What: Homemade Ukrainian food to go – 

varenyky / pyrohy, cabbage rolls, 

borshch, homemade sausages, homemade 

smoked sugar maple bacon, traditional 

Easter breads, baked goods, Ukrainian 

Easter eggs (pysanky) and other 

Ukrainian goods. 

Where: Ukrainian Banquet Hall & 

Convention Hall, 1000 Byron Ave., 

Ottawa 
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