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Presentation on the book, Sunday in Riccione 

by Krystyna Kiszczuk-Killam 
 

 

Krystyna Kiszczuk-Killam was born in Reggio 

Emilia, Italy in 1948. Following the closing of 

the Rimini and Riccione Camps, she 

immigrated with her mother to England in 

September, 1949. Together with her father, the 

family lived in Leicester, in the east Midlands 

and were active in the local Ukrainian 

community. Krystyna holds a Teacher’s 

Certificate, a Diploma in European Studies and 

a BA (Honours).  

 

 

UGG November Speaker - Krystyna Kiszczuk-Killam 

 

Krystyna came to Canada in 1974 where she 

met and married Thomas Killam. They had a 

son, Peter. After the death of her husband in 

1980, she returned to England with her son. 

They returned to Canada in 2015 where 

Krystyna continues her involvement with the 

Ukrainian community. 

 

 

 

 

An example of Krystyna’s involvement with the 

Ukrainian community is the publication of this 

book, Sunday in Riccione that is based on 

memoirs, documents and biographical essays, 

of the women nurses of the Halychyna Division 

and the Ukrainian Self-Defence Legion that, at 

the end of the Second World War, surrendered 

to the British Army on May 8, 1945 and were 

interned in Riccione, Italy. This location was 

not far from the Surrendered Enemy Personnel 

Camp in Rimini where members of the 

Halychyna Division (First Division, Ukrainian 

National Army) were interned. In bilingual 

format, Ukrainian-English, the book tells the 

story of this little known episode in the history 

of Ukrainian women during the Second World 

War.  

 

Krystyna began her presentation by describing 

the cover of the book and explaining the various 

symbolism. She mentioned that she was able to 

locate historical information on the Halychyna 

Division in various libraries but she had 

difficulty locating any information on the 

women nurses who were also members of the 

Division. She explained that her father was a 

member of the Division and her mother was a 

military nurse. Krystyna described the 

recruitment of the nurses in Halychyna during 

the war and their training in Krynica that began 

in June, 1944 by the German Army. She added 

that the military nurses of the Ukrainian Self-

Defence Legion were also interned with the 

nurses from the Halychyna Division.  

 

After their internment, Soviet repatriation teams 

visited Riccione and attempted to persuade the 

nurses and civilian women to return to Soviet 

Ukraine in particular, those who originated in 

eastern Ukraine. During this period, many 
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nurses changed their names, dates and places of 

birth to avoid the Soviet representatives. It 

should be mentioned that the same precautions 

were taken by many Ukrainians that lived in the 

Displaced Persons Camps in Germany and 

Austria. Krystyna described the living and 

working conditions in the Riccione Camp 

including their social life, entertainment and 

contacts with the members of the Division held 

in nearby Rimini Camp. During her 

presentation, she included a map of eastern Italy 

with these locations. In Rimini, the Division 

became known as the First Division of the 

Ukrainian National Army. When the Riccione 

and Rimini Camps were closed by 1947, the 

nurses were sent to other locations in Italy and 

then to England.  

 

From England, the Division veterans were able 

to immigrate after 1949 to Canada, the United 

States and South America. Others like her 

parents, remained in England and raised their 

family where Krystyna attended school and 

worked as a teacher. She added some 

information about the ‘book project’, the 

various sources and libraries that she consulted 

during her research and the sources of funding 

that enabled her to publish the book.  She also 

described contemporary life in Riccione that is 

now a holiday destination as a summer resort. 

 

To order a copy, please contact one of the 

following: 

•   eMail Krystyna Killam: 

kkillam93@gmail.com 

•   Ukrainian Museum of Canada, Ontario 

Branch, 620 Spadina Avenue, Toronto   

416-923-9861 

•   Ukrainian-Canadian Research & 

Documentation Centre, 620 Spadina Avenue, 

Toronto  416-966-1819 - or –  

eMail: office@ucrdc.org 

   
 

 

“Ukraine's losses in the war” Database 

 

This website https://ualosses.org/en/soldiers/ 

maintains a list of Ukrainian soldiers killed in 

the current war, on the basis of public reports of 

deaths. These include announcements by local 

authorities, Ukrainian media, posts by relatives 

on social media, monuments to the dead. 

Missing soldiers are not counted. 
 

Searches can be performed in English and 

Ukrainian. The search engine accommodates 

partial searches (e.g. entering Koz returns 

names such as Kozak, Kozenko, Kozyn, etc..). 
 

Teodoziy Vakhna (Wachna) 
 

43 years ago, a Galician immigrant named 

Teodoziy Vakhna came to Canada. He built a 

life there, raised 15 children, and made North 

America his home. 
 

Today, his great-great-grandson Maksym, a 13-

year-old Canadian, is taking his seat in a Kyiv 

classroom. His father Andrii speaks fluent 

Ukrainian, his mother Liuba cherishes 

Ukrainian traditions, and Maksym already feels 

like home: playing soccer, exploring the city, 

and making new friends. The Kostyniuk family 

didn’t come out of  a sheer connection to their 

heritage, but out of belief: choosing to 

volunteer, learn, and live.  
 

That’s how Ukraine remains deeply meaningful 

for its people, through any distance and 

decades. Let’s wish this beautiful family 

strength, inspiration, and every success in 

Ukraine! 
 

Read this Post with accompanying photos on 

the “Ukrainian World Congress” Facebook 

Page. 

 

 

Community Events 

 

Saturday, March 28 @ 10:00am to 2:00pm 
 

Ukrainian Easter Bazaar 

Where: St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 

Catholic Shrine, 952 Green Valley Cres. 
 

Saturday, April 4 @ 10:00am to 2:00pm 
 

Ukrainian Easter Market 

Where: Ukrainian Banquet Hall & 

Convention Hall, 1000 Byron Ave., 

Ottawa 
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