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No Place Like Home: Enemy Alien Internment

in Canada during the Great War

Bohdan Kordan is a Professor Emeritus in
Political Studies at St. Thomas More College
(STM), University of Saskatchewan, and a
prominent researcher with the Prairie Centre for
the Study of Ukrainian Heritage (PCUH). He
specializes in international relations, Canadian
foreign policy, nationalism, and Canadian
Internment Operations during the First World
War and has published on Canadian-Ukrainian
relations. He has published six books on the
Canadian Internment Operations and his
presentation is the result of his many years of
research and writing on this historical subject.
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Bohdan Kordan — Our March Speaker

Prof. Kordan began his presentation by
describing his early interest in Canadian
Internment Operations, resulting in his
publications including his recent book, No
Place Like Home: Enemy Alien Internment in
Canada during the Great War. He introduced
new perspectives on both Canadian internment
operations and the role and responsibility of the
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Canadian federal government during the First
World War. With the outbreak of war in 1914,
immigrants originating from Austria-Hungary
and Germany became subject under the War
Measures Act. Internment became an
instrument of security policy and this political
choice by the federal government changed the
lives of many thousands of innocent people
including many Ukrainians.

Prof. Kordan provided a critical assessment
how the Internment Camp officials and their
lack of military/civilian distinctions towards
‘enemy aliens’ and ‘prisoners of war’ shaped
the various camp experiences of individual
internees. Through a series of historical
photographs, he explained how the internees
were transported to the various internment
camps across Canada, the living conditions in
the camps, their work in the lumber industry
and on various road-building projects. He also
described the situation of the internees after
their release, the physical and mental
consequences of their internment and in several
cases, their deportation from Canada.

Prof. Kordan argued that it is important to
understand the historical significance of
internment as a government policy because of
its relevance for contemporary politics.

His other publications include Righting
Historical Wrongs, Internment,
Acknowledgement and Redress (1993); Enemy
Aliens, Prisoners of War: Internment in Canada
during the Great War (2002); A Bare and
Impolitic Right: Internment and Ukrainian-
Canadian Redress (2004); No Free Man:
Canada, the Great War and the Enemy Alien
Experience (2016), First World War Internment
in Canada, Policy, Practice and Political Ethics
(2023).
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Future of UGG-NCR ?

The UGG celebrated its 25th Anniversary as a
group dedicated to Ukrainian genealogy with
our 2024-2025 season. As we moved into the
2025-2026 season, the Board found itself in the
position of having to review and plan the future
of the UGG and its activities as a voluntary
organization.

As part of the review process, the Board issued
an appeal for new team members to step
forward to help lead the UGG into the future. A
few expressed interest but sought details.

For those who may still be interested in
contributing to the future activities of the UGG,
the key attributes include a willingness to make

a long-term commitment; have available time to

dedicate each month, an IT background

and familiarity with current web-based
technologies, and of course, a strong

interest in the Ukrainian genealogical research
community. The future of the UGG depends on
new leadership and new members.

There will be no meeting in May and we will
be extending our summer break until next
September. Depending on support from our
members, the UGG presentations may
resume in the Fall season. You will be
informed about our future plans and activities.

Books by our April Speaker (Mirko Petriw)

Mirko wrote the Ukrainian language novel
Skarb Yaroslava in 2003 and winner of the
Anna Pidruchny award for new writers. He
completed his English language novels
Yaroslaw’s Treasure in 2009 and Yaroslaw’s
Revenge in 2012.

Information about Mirko’s English-language
books can be found here.

Community Events
Courtesy of UCC Ottawa Ukrainian-Interest Calendar

Wednesday, April 29 @ 7:00pm

“Homin” choir from Lyviv

What: “Homin” choir from Lviv, led by
Vadym Yatsenko. This concert will be an
unforgettable journey through Ukrainian
music that unites generations. Homin
actively supports Ukrainian defenders and
part of the proceeds will be donated to
their needs.

Where: Carleton Dominion-Chalmers
Centre, 355 Cooper St..

Tickets: Click here

Friday, May 29 & Saturday, May 30.

Ottawa School of Ukrainian Dance year-
end concert: The Land | 3emnsa | La terre.

What: The Ottawa School of Ukrainian
Dance is excited to present an end-of-
season performance by all ages and for all
ages!

Along with the Svitanok Ukrainian Dance
Ensemble and other guest artists, join us
as we showcase Ukrainian-Canadian
dance, music and costumes.

We honour The Land that shapes our
cultural identity, provides us with a sense
of belonging and nourishes our well-
being.

Where: Meridian Theatres @
Centrepointe

Info: Click here
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