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1. Where did you obtain the 1949 immigra;on card? 

 
My aunt Raya Juchymenko supplied me with the image, as her parents and now she 
retained the card from their arrival.  Note the change in spelling as adopted by my 
father when he turned 18. Czernyczenko became Chernushenko. 

 
2. How did you decide on the ;tle "Standing with underdogs"? 

 
One always looks for a title that is both catchy and accurate.  It became apparent to 
me as I wrote that a theme not just for the book but for how I have lived my life has 
been one of supporting “underdog” causes.  This also fit well with the history of 
Ukraine and of Canada. 
 

3. Where did you obtain the photo of the ship your ancestors arrived on? 
 
Raya had this copy.  I believe it is actually from a postcard that passengers on the ship 
could take.  Possibly she obtained it elsewhere after the fact, as I have seen the image 
in a number of places. 

 
4. Thank you to the presenter; appreciated hearing personal accounts supplemented 

with other info for context; helped to imagine my own ancestor's journey to this 
country and to Manitoba specifically. 
 
It was my pleasure.  I am a beginner at collecting this kind of information, and in fact 
almost all the credit goes to Raya Juchymenko for doing the hard work.  I just edited, 
added some political and historical context, and then added my own memoir. 
 

5. Since your book is self-published, do you have any advice for those members who 
wish to also self-publish a book? 
 
It is hard work, but no harder than looking for and working with a publishing house.  
Plus, you retain control of more of your own work.  Key advice: read some good 
books/sites on the topic; explore which self-publishing websites/companies are 
available and decide which works best for you; pay for professional editing, 
proofreading and book design (people really do judge a book by its cover, and also by 
how good the layout is and how few/many typos they spot!); be prepared to do a ton of 
promotion (only you and your friends and family will help get the book “out there”). 
I’d be happy to chat further about this. 
 



6. Did you research your ancestors in Ukraine? 
 
No I did not.  My interest was more about the journey of leaving Ukraine and 
creating a new life in Canada.  Not speaking Ukrainian and am somewhat limited in 
my ability to reach out.  However, my Aunt Raya has a fairly good record of our 
earlier ancestry and is in contact with some relatives in Ukraine.  I really must collect 
this information from her. 
 

7. Did you establish contacts with other Chernushenko families in Canada? 
 
I did not.  It was just this tight family of four that left Ukraine and came to Canada. 
My quick searches have not found any, and my own family was a small one.  I know 
my cousins well, and of course my sister. 

 
 
 
 


