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A lost discovery. A forgotten scientist. The Spanish Flu pandemic of 1918 and
two World Wars. This biography is a granddaughter’s search for answers about
Dr. Wladimir (Wlodzimierz) Sylvester Kindraczuk (1882-1969), a chemist
FORGOTTEN CHEMIST (0) 3 from Horodenka in Galicia in the Austro-Hungarian Empire and pharmacy

LAN’CUT & PIONEER owner in Laricut, Poland from 1915.

Dr. W. S. KINDRACZUK

OF PROBIOTICS W.S Kindraczuk obtained his Master of Pharmacy in 1909 and his PhD in
R S N AT N Chemistry in 1910 at the University in Lemberg (Lviv, Lwéw) and left for the
I NAUKOWIEC-PIONIER PROBIOTYKI ‘ University in Vienna, where, in 1912, he made a ground-breaking discovery

of a new probiotic Lactobacillus bacterium in huslanka, a fermented milk
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product of the Hutsuls (Ukrainian Carpathian shepherds). He named it Bacillus
carpathicus, but World War I interrupted his research. His discovery was
forgotten until now. As a result of WWIIL, Dr. Kindraczuk, his three children
and his Krakow-born wife, pharmacy technician Maria Antonina Kubaty,
\\ 1\ were forced to flee their home in Earicut, Poland to Austria, from where they
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?a ) Q ‘ The author, Dr Romana Bahry of York University in Toronto, Canada,
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. 4 eventually immigrated to Hamilton, Ontario, Canada.
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é 1 places the biography of her grandparents and family history of her ancestors
(German, Polish, Ukrainian) within the cultural and historical context of 19th

o~ and early 20th century Galicia. The book is well-researched and richly
Romana M. Bahry & illustrated with many historical photos, extensive references and archival
5 . sources, and contains genealogical trees stretching back to the 18th century. It
is in English with a Polish translation as a result of a joint translation project

conducted by the author with Leszek Puchala, Director of the Public Library

in Sanok, Poland. It is a must read for anyone interested in the history of
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